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International Bremen Peace Award 2026
of the schwelle Foundation

Shortlist for the
Award of the Donors



The schwelle Foundation‘s board of trustees has compiled a shortlist from
the applications we received for initiatives and organisations. You, as donors,
are invited to choose this year‘s award winner from the list.

Anyone who donated at least 30 Euros (we are happy to accept more) in the
year 2025 to the schwelle Foundation, may participate in the choice of the
award winner. If you have not yet made a donation, you are more than wel-
come to do so by January 10, 2026. You can also encourage friends to join in.

Our donation account is: 
GLS Bank DE13 4306 0967 4028 9726 02.
BIC (SWIFT)-Code: GENODEM1GLS

We received 45 applications for the International
Bremen Peace Award 2026 from all continents, en-
couraging examples of fascinating work for justice, 
peace and the integrity of creation.

The organisation which receives the most votes will be the winner of the
International Bremen Peace Award in the category «Encouraging Initiatives».
In the event of a draw, the winner will be decided by random selection. The
winner will be announced by March 2026. All voters will be informed of the
result.

Come to the award ceremony on May 8, 2026 at the Bremen City Hall!
You are very welcome.

International Bremen Peace Award 2026
of the schwelle Foundation

Choose your favorite from the organizations pre-
sented here.

Send us an email by January 10, 2026 with the num-
ber AND the name of your favorite organisation or 
write your vote in the subject line of your donation. 
 
Make sure you include your name so that we can 
assign your vote to your donation.
 
E-Mail: info@dieschwelle.de 
Mail:   schwelle Foundation | Wachmannstraße 79 
            D-28209 Bremen | Germany

Important:

2.

1.

Donate and 
vote here



Sustainable peace requires more than poli-
tical agreements. It thrives on people who 
build bridges, open spaces for dialogue and 
bring communities together with empathy 
and competence. Opportunities to develop 
these skills in a practical way are rare. This 
is where the Mindanao Peacebuilding Insti-
tute (MPI) comes in.

Founded in 2000 during the armed conflict 
between the Philippine government and the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front, the MPI beca-
me a safe place for encounter, learning and 
healing. What began with a desire to over-
come violence with civil society transfor-
mative responses is now an internationally 
recognised institute for peace work. Since 
then, almost 3,000 people from 65 countries 
have studied at the MPI and taken the ideas 
back to their home contexts.

What makes MPI special is the combination 
of theory and practice with personal experi-
ence. People from different religions, cul-
tures and professions come together, share 
their stories, reflecting both on their role in 
conflict and peacebuilding and develop con-
crete courses of action. This not only creates 
new skills, but also deep human connec-
tions that extend far beyond the training 
sessions.

A central concern is supporting the next ge-
neration. With the Grassroots Peacebuilding 
Mentors Programme, founded in 2018, MPI 
specifically promotes young leaders who 
take on responsibility and, in turn, help 
others to grow into peace work. The result 
is a vibrant network of mentors and men-
tees that builds bridges and accompanies 
dialogue processes in countries such as 
Indonesia, Cambodia Bangladesh and Timor 
Leste.

Many participants describe their experience 
at MPI as transformative. They report how 
the combination of professional knowledge 
and a supportive community has funda-
mentally expanded their understanding of 
peace. Numerous alumni continue to be  
actively involved, whether as trainers,  
volunteers or in partner organisations.

For 25 years, MPI has stood for the convic-
tion that peace can be learned, lived and 
passed on. By connecting people from all 
parts of the world, a force is created that ex-
tends beyond Mindanao and lays the found-
ation for more just and peaceful societies.

www.mpiasia.net

For 25 years, the Mindanao Peacebuilding Institute has been empowering people who work 
for understanding and justice in conflict-ridden regions. In a unique learning environment, 
the institute combines practice, reflection and healing, builds trust and bridges between 
cultures. This creates a network of peacebuilder for sustainable peace.

Mindanao Peacebuilding Institute  
Learning, Living, and Sharing Peace 
Philippines
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The Republic of Niger faces a deep-rooted 
post-colonial problem: French is the lan-
guage of administration and education, 
even though it is hardly used in everyday 
life by most people. Children learn to read 
and write in a foreign language that is not 
spoken in their families or villages. As a 
result, many drop out of school in the early 
years, and even after more than 65 years of 
independence, 70 per cent of adults, and 
almost 90 per cent of women, cannot read 
or write in either their mother tongue or 
French. However, this is an indispensable 
foundation for the country‘s democratic and 
economic development.

Against this backdrop, the Mate ni kani 
association was founded in Germany in 
2010. Thanks to close contacts with schools, 
authors and civil society groups in Niger, 
sustainable educational initiatives have 
been promoted ever since.

The main focus is on promoting children‘s 
and young adult books in the most impor-
tant national languages, Hausa, Djerma, Ful-
fulde, Tamasheq and Kanuri, each combined 
with French. To date, around 40 novels, fairy 
tales, comics and non-fiction books have 
been published. They are written, illustra-

ted, laid out and printed entirely in Niger, 
thus keeping the added value in the coun-
try. As reading material in schools, Koranic 
schools and vocational training centres, 
they contribute to literacy that respects and 
strengthens cultural identity.

For several years now, special attention has 
been paid to books for girls. The illustrated 
series «Karambana» takes up the everyday 
experiences of women, encourages girls to 
attend school and shows perspectives for a 
self-determined life in harmony with their 
own culture.

In addition to educational projects, the as-
sociation supports the self-help organisati-
on «Association des Femmes Actives contre 
le Sida» (AFAS) in Niamey. Founded in 2007, 
this association of over a hundred mostly 
single, HIV-positive women provides coun-
selling, fights against stigmatisation and 
enables economic independence through 
microloans. 

In Germany, too, Mate ni kani e.V. highlights 
the connections between language, educa-
tion policy and development. In the bilingu-
al documentary film «Der Stier im Brunnen» 
(The Bull in the Well) from 2019, contem-
porary witnesses report on their colonial 
and post-colonial educational experiences 
in Niger. The film is available on YouTube.

By fostering education and cultural self-
determination, this work contributes to the 
strengthening of civil society and the advan-
cement of democracy in Niger.

www.matenikani.de

In Niger, many children learn to read and write in French – a language they hardly ever 
speak outside of school. This colonial-era language policy leads to numerous school drop-
outs and illiteracy. Since 2010, the Mate ni kani association has been promoting children‘s 
and young adult books in native languages, as well as projects that strengthen girls‘ edu-
cation and self-help. 

Mate ni kani e.V. 
Education Beyond Colonial Language
Niger – Germany
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When 27 law students from the Universi-
ty of the South Pacific founded PISFCC in 
March 2019, they had a clear goal in mind: 
the voices of Pacific youth should be heard 
when it comes to climate justice. Their home 
islands are threatened by rising sea levels 
and extreme weather events, and their cul-
tures and ways of life are at stake. For them, 
climate change means not only the loss of 
land, but also of identity, belonging and 
centuries-old knowledge.

The students decided to take a bold step: 
they wanted to put the climate crisis on the 
agenda of the International Court of Justi-
ce. To do so, they combined legal expertise, 
personal experience and the power of col
lective engagement. With perseverance and 
international solidarity, they gradually con-
vinced their governments, supporters from 
civil society and, finally, the United Nations 
to adopt a historic initiative. 

In 2023, the UN General Assembly unani-
mously adopted a resolution calling on the 
International Court of Justice to issue an ad-
visory opinion on the obligations of states 
in dealing with climate change. In doing so, 
this movement achieved what had previous-
ly been considered impossible: involving the 

world‘s highest court in a debate that com-
bines human rights, international responsi-
bility and climate protection. 

The PISFCC made it clear that climate 
change is more than a scientific or economic 
issue. It is a matter of human dignity, cul-
tural identity and intergenerational justice. 
Through their work, they brought personal 
testimonies and indigenous perspectives 
into spaces where only diplomats and law
yers would otherwise speak. 

Today, the movement has over 100 members 
from across the Pacific region, with chap-
ters in the Solomon Islands, Fiji, Vanuatu 
and Tonga. Their success before the court is 
not only a legal victory, but also a symbol 
of the power of young people to demand 
global justice. The PISFCC continues to work 
to empower future generations, hold states 
accountable and overcome fossil fuel de-
pendency.

The work of the PISFCC makes it clear that 
climate justice goes far beyond political 
negotiations. It shows that law, culture and 
lived experience belong together and that 
international decisions cannot be made  
without the voices of those affected. 

Through their efforts, they have shown that 
invoking international law in joint action 
can bring about change – a strong signal of 
responsibility towards present and future 
generations.

PISFCC receives the Right Livelihood Award 
in 2026.

www.pisfcc.org

Pacific Islands Students Fighting Climate Change (PISFCC) is a movement founded by young 
people from the Pacific region that made history. What began in a lecture hall in 2019 led 
to the United Nations and the International Court of Justice. Their commitment to human 
rights, culture and the future showed the world that even small island states can bring 
about major changes in international law.

Pacific Islands Students Fighting Climate Change
Courage for a Climate-Friendly Future
Pacific Islands
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La Trocha – Casa de la Paz is a place of col
lective memory, economic participation and 
lived reconciliation. Following the Colombi-
an peace agreement of 2016, a project was 
launched in 2019 that combines the eco-
nomic reintegration of former combatants 
through the production of craft beer with 
cultural and social activities. 

Since 2021, the project has had a permanent 
location in Bogotá, which serves as a pro-
duction facility, meeting centre and show-
case for local products.

The name La Trocha means «narrow path» 
and refers to the path from armed struggle 
to peace. Eight people are directly employed, 
including four signatories to the peace 
agreement and four civilians. Cooperation 
now extends to over 100 local producers, 
including victims of the conflict, indigenous 
communities and grassroots initiatives. 
Products such as clothing, handicrafts and 
food are sold in the house, strengthening a 
growing network of mutual support.

The Casa de la Paz regularly hosts discussion 
groups, book presentations, film screenings, 
concerts and workshops to promote a cul-
ture of peace. In the memorial room «Salón 
Mariposas», hundreds of hanging butterflies 

commemorate over 300 former combatants 
who were murdered after the peace agree-
ment — a poignant reminder of the fragility 
of the peace process.

Sustainability and self-determination are 
central principles: Waste is disposed of by 
an association of professional recyclers and 
the building‘s energy supply is gradually 
being supplemented by solar collectors. 
External partners such as Colombian univer-
sities, the national training institute SENA 
and a brewery in Bogotá have contributed 
technical expertise. 

La Trocha – Casa de la Paz has quickly be-
come an outstanding example of success-
ful grassroots peace work. Its strength lies 
in combining political, social, cultural and 
economic elements. Here, peace is not ad-
ministered, but actively shaped – by people 
who were directly affected by the conflict. 
They are taking their destiny into their own 
hands, creating spaces of trust and building 
a new coexistence – against much resistance 
and with impressive perseverance.

www.latrochalacasadelapaz.com

In the midst of Colombia‘s still young post-war reality, the community project La Trocha –  
Casa de la Paz is setting a special example. It combines craft beer, culture and solidarity-
based economics, supports the marketing of local products and is simultaneously develop
ing into a place of remembrance, dialogue and sustainable future planning.

La Trocha – Casa de la Paz
A Place of Active Reconciliation
Colombia
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Transaidency was founded to support people 
in crisis situations and develop sustainable 
ways of promoting social cohesion. One 
focus is the Middle East conflict. At the heart 
of this is the conviction that education is 
the key to self-determination and participa-
tion. It enables people to question prejudi-
ces, develop critical thinking and adopt new 
perspectives.

Projects such as «Build Bridges – Not Bar-
riers!» create spaces where young people 
can discuss the Middle East conflict and its 
impact on our society from multiple per-
spectives. In these workshops, people from 
different backgrounds meet, exchange ex-
periences and learn to embrace complexity. 
This promotes language skills, empathy and 
dialogue skills – abilities that are indispen-
sable for democratic coexistence.

The »Trialogue» project is also particular-
ly influential. A Palestinian woman and a 
Jewish Israeli visit schools together to talk 
to young people about the consequences of 
the Hamas massacre and the war in Gaza. 
The aim is not only to impart knowledge, 
but also to actively listen, contextualise and 
jointly search for constructive perspectives. 
Young people in particular learn here that 
controversial topics do not divide, but can 
promote understanding. 

Another focus is the project «SAWA –  
Living Together, Growing Together». Here, 
the voices of young Palestinians in Germa-
ny are made visible. Protected spaces and 
trust-building provide opportunities for 
empowerment, dialogue and joint learning. 
Cultural events and workshops help to break 
down stereotypes and enable participation. 
This strengthens the diversity of Palestini-
an identities as a natural part of German 
society.

In addition to its educational work, Trans‑ 
aidency also provides humanitarian aid, cur-
rently in Gaza and for refugees from Gaza, 
as well as in Sudan. The focus is always on 
long-term perspectives, so that aid not only 
has an immediate effect, but also opens up 
hope and a future. 

Transaidency sees education and aid as 
inextricably linked. The combination of 
theoretical knowledge, practical methods, 
biographical authenticity and concrete sup-
port creates learning and living spaces that 
touch and change people. Whether in the 
classroom, in workshops or in direct emer-
gency aid – wherever Transaidency is active, 
it contributes to breaking down enemy ste-
reotypes and strengthening solidarity.

www.transaidency.org

Transaidency focuses on education and assistance as the key to participation, understan-
ding and respectful coexistence. With innovative projects, the organisation opens up spaces 
for dialogue, promotes critical thinking and supports people in need. The goal is an inclu
sive future without discrimination, in which diversity is seen as an enrichment. 

Transaidency
Fostering Diversity, Building Bridges
Germany
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Stiftung die schwelle I Beiträge zum Frieden
schwelle Foundation I Contributions to Peace  

Wachmannstraße 79 I 28209 Bremen | Germany  
+49 (0)421 – 30 32 575  
info@dieschwelle.de 
www.dieschwelle.de  

Donation Account GLS Bank 
DE13 4306 0967 4028 9726 02

BIC (SWIFT)-Code: GENODEM1GLS

The schwelle Foundation and its partners strive
for Peace, Justice and Integrity of Creation.  
 
We initiate and support projects that create and shape society and societal change
through non-violent means. The work of our projects and project partners support
and campaign for social justice, compliance and implementation of human rights
as well as environmental sustainability.

Every two years the schwelle Foundation confers the
International Bremen Peace Award.

With this award we honor people and organizations that 
set a good example in their work for Peace, Justice and 
the Integrity of Creation. 

People and organizations involved in peace promotion 
worldwide nominate individuals and projects for the 
award. Out of these, the award winners are selected in 
the following two categories:  	

	 > Pioneering Peace Work
    	> Award of the Donors for Encouraging Initatives

The jury of the schwelle Foundation will select the winner 
of the first category. The award for Encouraging Initiatives 
will be determined by the donors.


